Congress of the United States

T#Hasthington, DE 20510
May 1, 2018

The Honorable Dr. Mark T. Esper
Secretary of the Army

101 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0101

Dear Secretary Esper:

As members of the Colorado delegation, we urge you to stand up the Army Futures Command in Denver,
Colorado. The Denver ecosystem will provide the Army with unmatched access to the top talent, innovation,
and research and academia critical to the Army Futures Command’s mission to keep our Armed Forces at the
global forefront of military science and technology.

Denver is a bastion for high-tech industry and innovation, and has a dynamic start-up environment. Colorado
start-up businesses attracted more than $670 million in venture capital last year alone, ranking us fourth in the
nation for start-up activity. Incubators and accelerators in the Denver area include TechStars, Galvanize, and the
Fitzsimons Innovation Campus. Furthermore, Colorado is first in private acrospace employment, third for
concentration of high-tech workers, fourth for high-tech performance. and fourth for STEM-based economy.
Denver’s top industries include advanced engineering, bioscience, energy and natural resources, technology and
information, and aerospace. Additionally, locating the Army Futures Command in Denver would give the Army
access to the 33 national labs across Colorado. including the National Renewable Energy Laboratory located in
the western outskirts of Denver. Overall, the military and civil space missions located in Colorado have
attracted the second-largest aerospace economy in the nation, hosting eight major space contractors and
countless small and medium-sized companies.

The Denver area has a thriving academic community that graduates top scientists and engineers ready to enter
the workforce, including top-tier institutions such as the University of Denver, the University of Colorado
system, the Air Force Academy. and the Colorado School of Mines. Denver’s academic institutions attract
world-class talent, millions in research funding, and have forged cutting-edge research partnerships that will
support military readiness. The metro Denver area is also home to Buckley Air Force Base, a thriving military
installation that houses vital national security missions and could provide support to military and civilian
personnel and their families assigned to the Futures Command.

Along with a growing and vibrant tech and academic community, Denver is renowned for its high quality of
life. Denver has abundant workspace options, encourages small business and artistry, and facilitates grants and
apprenticeship opportunities. Home to Coors Field, the Performing Arts Complex, world-class breweries, and
surrounded by unsurpassed natural scenery, Denver fosters a balance between innovation, success, and quality
of life. Furthermore. the Denver International Airport is the fifth largest in the nation with easy non-stop
connections to more than 230 locations across the globe.

Locating the Army Futures Command in Denver would also give the Army easy access to the assets of the
entire Front Range innovation ecosystem. These include the hub of national labs and academic institutions in
the Boulder area, as well as national security missions, cutting-edge incubators, innovation hubs, and research
consortia in Colorado Springs.



We urge you to select Denver to host the Army Futures Command Headquarters. We look forward to
welcoming your soldiers and their families into our community. The workforce and innovation that Denver
draws will support the Army Futures Command efforts to ensure our Army is unmatched by adversaries. We are
certain the Army Futures Command mission and personnel will likewise contribute to our blossoming
innovation environment. With its growing high-tech economy. military and space installations, thriving
aerospace industry, and access to superb universities, Denver’s location will provide the Army Futures
Command the tools and partners in industry that will help grow and modernize our Army Forces.

Thank you for your consideration.
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